
LESSON 5: 

GOD OUR CREATOR, WHOSE IMAGE WE BEAR 
 

SUMMARY 

In this lesson we transition from God as He is in Himself, to God as He is in relation to His to 
us.  The creation account and related passages not only show that God made all things, but 
establishes His covenantal relationship to us as His image-bearers and what that means for us. 
 

LESSON OUTLINE 
 

I. How Should We Understand God as Creator? 

A. God, Our Covenantal Regent - 
 
 

B. The Realm Over Which God Presides - 
 
 

C. God’s Relationship with His Image Bearers - 
 
 

D. The Nature of His Rule - 
 
 

FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION 
 

1. In what ways does God’s role as Creator have significance beyond simply the fact that 
He made all things? 

 
2. Why is it important to understand that God’s creation is not just of a material order but 

of a moral order as well?  How does that compare with the world’s view? 
 

3. What are the marks of God’s image in man, as explained by the Confessional standards?  
What of these was lost in the Fall? 

 
4. From the creation account, what are three things that can be said of the nature of God’s 

rule over creation? 
 

CONFESSIONAL READINGS 

WCF 2.1-2.2, “Of God and of the Holy Trinity, WCF 4, “Of Creation”  
WLC 15-17 & 20, WSC 9-10 

 

What is God?  (WCF 2.1, WLC 7, WSC 4) 



Westminster Confession of Faith 

CHAPTER II, Sect. 1—Of God and of the Holy Trinity 

1. There is but one only (a), living, and true God (b): who is infinite in being and perfection (c), a 
most pure Spirit (d), invisible (e), without body, parts (f), or passions (g), immutable (h), 
immense (i), eternal (j), incomprehensible (k), almighty (l), most wise (m), most holy (n), most 
free (o), most absolute (p), working all things according to the counsel of His own immut-
able and most righteous will (q), for His own glory (r); most loving (s), gracious, merciful, 
long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin 

(t); the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (u); and withal, most just, and terrible in 
His judgments (v), hating all sin (w), and who will by no means clear the guilty (x). 

(a) Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4, 6 

(c) Job 11:7–9; Job 26:14 

(e) 1 Tim. 1:17 

(g) Acts 14:11, 15 

(i) 1 Kings 8:27; Jer. 23:23–24 

(k) Ps. 145:3 

(m) Rom. 16:27 

(o) Ps. 115:3 

(q) Eph. 1:11 

(s) 1 John 4:8, 16 

(u) Heb. 11:6 

(w) Ps. 5:5–6 

(b) 1 Thess. 1:9; Jer. 10:10 

(d) John 4:24 

(f) Deut. 4:15–16; John 4:24; Luke 24:39 

(h) James 1:17; Mal. 3:6 

(j) Ps. 90:2; 1 Tim. 1:17 

(l) Gen. 17:1; Rev. 4:8 

(n) Isa. 6:3; Rev. 4:8 

(p) Exod. 3:14 

(r) Prov. 16:4; Rom. 11:36 

(t) Exod. 34:6–7 

(v) Neh. 9:32–33 

(x) Exod. 34:7; Nah. 1:2–3 

Westminster Larger Catechism Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question 7 

Q. What is God? 

A. God is a Spirit, (a) in and of himself infinite 
in being, (b) glory, (c) blessedness, (d) and per-
fection; (e) all-sufficient, (f) eternal, (g) unchang-
able, (h) incomprehensible, (i) everywhere 
present, (j) almighty, (k) knowing all things, (l) 
most wise, (m) most holy, (n) most just, (o) most 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth. (p)  

(a) John 4:24                          (i) 1 Kings 8:27 

(b) Exod. 3:14, Job 11:7–9    (j) Ps. 139:1–13 

(c) Acts 7:2                            (k) Rev. 4:8 

(d) 1 Tim. 6:15                      (l) Heb. 4:13, Ps. 147:5 

(e) Matt. 5:48                        (m) Rom. 16:27 

(f) Gen. 17:1                          (n) Isa. 6:3, Rev. 15:4 

(g) Ps. 90:2                            (o) Deut. 32:4 

(h) Mal. 3:6, James 1:17       (p) Exod. 34:6 

Question 4 

Q. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, (a) infinite, (b) eternal, (c) and 
unchangeable, (d) in his being, (e) wisdom, (f) 
power, (g) holiness, (h) justice, goodness, and 
truth. (i) 

(a) John 4:24 

(b) Job 11:7–9 

(c) Ps. 90:2 

(d) James 1:17 

(e) Exod. 3:14 

(f) Ps. 147:5 

(g) Rev. 4:8 

(h) Rev. 15:4 

(i) Exod. 34:6–7 



How Should We Understand God as Creator?  (WCF 4, WLC 15, 17, WSC 9-10) 

Westminster Confession of Faith 

CHAPTER IV—Of Creation 

1. It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, (a) for the manifestation of the glory of 
His eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, (b) in the beginning, to create, or make of 
nothing, the world, and all things therein whether visible or invisible, in the space of six 
days; and all very good. (c) 

 
(a) Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 8:6; Heb. 1:2; John 1:2–3; 

     Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Job 33:4 
(b) Rom. 1:20; Jer. 10:12; Ps. 104:24; Ps. 33:5–6 

(c) Gen. 1:1-31; Ps. 33:6; Heb. 11:3; Col. 1:16;  

     Acts 17:24;Exod. 20:11 

 

2. After God had made all other creatures, He created man, male and female, (a) with 
reasonable and immortal souls (b), endued with knowledge, righteousness, and true 
holiness, after His own image; (c) having the law of God written in their hearts, (d) and 
power to fulfill it: (e) and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of 
their own will, which was subject unto change. (f) Beside this law written in their hearts, 
they received a command, not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, (g) 
which while they kept, they were happy in their communion with God, and had 
dominion over the creatures. (h) 

(a) Gen. 1:27 

(b) Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7; Luke 23:43; Matt. 10:28 
(c) Gen. 1:26; Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24 

(d) Rom. 2:14–15 

(e) Eccl. 7:29; Gen. 2:17 

(f) Gen. 3:6, 17; Eccl. 7:29 

(g) Gen. 2:15-3:24 

(h) Gen. 1:26, 28-30; Ps. 8:6-8 

Westminster Larger Catechism Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question 15 

Q. What is the work of creation? 

A. The work of creation is that wherein God 
did in the beginning, by the word of his 
power, make of nothing the world, and all 
things therein, for himself, within the space 
of six days, and all very good. (a)  

(a) Gen. 1, Heb. 11:3, Prov. 16:4 

Question 9 

Q. What is the work of creation? 

A. The work of creation is, God’s making all 
things of nothing, by the word of his power, 
in the space of six days, and all very good. (a)  

(a) Gen. 1, Heb. 11:3 

 

Question 16 

Q. How did God create angels? 
God created all the angels(a)  spirits,(b)  im-
mortal, (c)  holy, (d)  excelling in knowledge,(e)  
mighty in power, (f)  to execute his command-
ments, and to praise his name, (g)  yet subject 
to change. (h)  

 



(a) Col. 1:16                                (b) Ps. 104:4 

(c) Matt. 22:30                            (d) Matt. 25:31 

(e) 2 Sam. 14:17, Matt. 24:36    (f) 2 Thess. 1:7 

(g) Ps. 103:20–21                        (h) 2 Pet. 2:4 

Westminster Larger Catechism Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question 17 

Q. How did God create man? 
A. After God had made all other creatures, he 
created man male and female;(a) formed the 
body of the man of the dust of the ground,(b) 
and the woman of the rib of the man,(c) endu-
ed them with living, reasonable, and immor-
tal souls; (d)  made them after his own image, 
(e)  in knowledge, (f)  righteousness, and holi-
ness; (g) having the law of God written in their 
hearts, (h)  and power to fulfill it,(i) and domin-
ion over the creatures; (j) yet subject to fall.(k) 

(a) Gen. 1:27                                (b) Gen. 2:7 

(c) Gen. 2:22                                 

(d) Gen. 2:7, Job 35:11, Eccl. 12:7,  

     Matt. 10:28, Luke 23:43 
(e) Gen. 1:27                                (f) Col. 3:10 

(g) Eph. 4:24                                (h) Rom. 2:14–15 

(i) Eccl. 7:29                                 (j) Gen. 1:28 

(k) Gen. 3:6, Eccl. 7:29 

Question 10 

Q. How did God create man? 
A. God created man male and female, after his 
own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and 
holiness, with dominion over the creatures. (a)  
 

(a) Gen. 1:26–28, Col. 3:10, Eph. 4:24 

 

Westminster Larger Catechism 

Question 20 

Q. What was the providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created? 

A. The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created, was the placing 
him in paradise, appointing him to dress it, giving him liberty to eat of the fruit of the earth; 
(a) putting the creatures under his dominion, (b) and ordaining marriage for his help; (c) 
affording him communion with Himself; (d)  instituting the Sabbath; (e)  entering into a 
covenant of life with Him, upon condition of personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience, (f)  of 
which the Tree of Life was a pledge; (g) and forbidding to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, upon the pain of death. (h) 

 
(a) Gen. 2:8, 15–16 

(b) Gen. 1:28 

(c) Gen. 2:18 

(d) Gen. 1:26–29, Gen. 3:8 

 

(e) Gen. 2:3 

(f) Gal. 3:12, Rom. 10:5 

(g) Gen. 2:9 

(h) Gen. 2:17 

 
 


