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LESSON 2: 

GOD AS ABSOLUTE 
 

SUMMARY 

The absolute foundation for all of reality, for our apprehension of that reality, and for all moral 
behavior is God Himself.  Scripture talks about God as He is in Himself and well as He is in 
relation to us and creation.  This is the first of three lessons examining God as He is in Himself 
and will focus in particular on the incommunicable attributes of God.  These attributes are 
those that are unique to God, and which find no analog in mankind.  The following two 
lessons will look at the key difference between God and man, namely God as Triune. 
 

LESSON OUTLINE 
 

I.  What Do We Mean by “Absolute”? 

• Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109) and the Proslogion  

 

II.  What Are “Attributes”? 

• Unknowable versus incomprehensible  

 

• The attributes of God are equal, perfect, and interdependent 

 

• God not the sum of His attributes 

 

III.  How Do We Categorize God’s Attributes? 

• Singularity and Unity (Deut. 6:4, 1 Cor. 8:4, 6 

 

• Spiritual Nature of God 

 

o Invisible (John 4:24, 1 Tim. 1:17) 

 

o Incorporeal (Deut. 4:15-16) 

 

o Simple  

 

• Infinite in Being, Glory, and Blessedness 

 

o Immense in Presence, Power, and Knowledge 

 

▪ Presence (1 Kings 8:27, Jer. 23:23-24) 

Power (Gen. 17:1, Rev. 4:8, 2 Tim. 2:13) 



Knowledge (11:36) 

 

o Eternal (Ps. 90:2) 

 

o Immutable (Mal. 3:6, James 1:17, Ps. 33:11) 

 

IV.  What Is the Preeminent Attribute? 

• Holiness (Isa. 6:3, Rom. 7:12, Ps. 119, Lev. 11:44, 1 Pet. 1:15-16) 

 

FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION 
 

1. How can understanding that there is nothing greater than God help us to recognize the 
folly of idolatry? 

 
2. What is the difference between saying God is incomprehensible rather than 

unknowable?  Why is this important? 
 

3. What does it mean to say that God is simple?  What is the significance of this in terms of 
understanding who God is? 

 
4. If God were changeable, how much confidence could we have in His promises, 

including those regarding our salvation? 
 

5. Why is it appropriate that holiness be God’s preeminent attribute? 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 

There are several good books available on the attributes of God.  The classic, exhaustive, 
and unsurpassed work comes from the Puritan theologian Stephen Charnock in his book, The 
Existence and Attributes of God.  A contemporary introduction greatly influenced by Charnock is 
Terry Johnson’s The Identity and Attributes of God.  Other well-known works are separate books by 
A. W. Pink and A. W. Tozer, both titled, The Attributes of God.  Ligonier Ministries has a video 
lecture series by Stephen Lawson with the same title that is quite engaging.  Although it is only 
focused on one of God’s attributes—holiness—R. C. Sproul’s The Holiness of God is a seminal and 
accessible work that provided considerable focus to the rest of his ministry.  On a more theological 
level, the categorization of the attributes of God presented here is greatly indebted to Morton 
Smith’s Systematic Theology, vol. 1, and James Henley Thornwell’s writings on the topic.  For a 
historical overview of orthodox Reformed thinking on the doctrine of God, Richard A. Muller’s 
Post-Reformation Reformed Dogmatics, vol. 3, The Divine Attributes, is a must read.  Lastly, for those 
looking for the significance of the topic for a broader Christian worldview, Cornelius Van Til’s 
Introduction to Systematic Theology is strongly recommended.   

 



CONFESSIONAL READINGS 

WCF 2.1 & 2.2, “Of God and of the Holy Trinity,”  
WLC 7-8, WSC 4-5 

 

What is God?  (WCF 2.1 and 2.2, WLC 7-8, WSC 4-5) 

Westminster Confession of Faith 

CHAPTER II, Sect. 1 & 2—Of God and of the Holy Trinity 

1. There is but one only (a), living, and true God (b): who is infinite in being and perfection (c), 
a most pure Spirit (d), invisible (e), without body, parts (f), or passions (g), immutable (h), 
immense (i), eternal (j), incomprehensible (k), almighty (l), most wise (m), most holy (n), most 

free (o), most absolute (p), working all things according to the counsel of His own 

immutable and most righteous will (q), for His own glory (r); most loving (s), gracious, 
merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin (t); the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (u); and withal, 
most just, and terrible in His judgments (v), hating all sin (w), and who will by no means 
clear the guilty (x). 

 
(a) Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4, 6 

(b) 1 Thess. 1:9; Jer. 10:10 

(c) Job 11:7–9; Job 26:14 

(d) John 4:24 

(e) 1 Tim. 1:17 

(f) Deut. 4:15–16; John 4:24; Luke 24:39 

(g) Acts 14:11, 15 

(h) James 1:17; Mal. 3:6 

(i) 1 Kings 8:27; Jer. 23:23–24 

(j) Ps. 90:2; 1 Tim. 1:17 

(k) Ps. 145:3 

(l) Gen. 17:1; Rev. 4:8 

 

(m) Rom. 16:27 

(n) Isa. 6:3; Rev. 4:8 

(o) Ps. 115:3 

(p) Exod. 3:14 

(q) Eph. 1:11 

(r) Prov. 16:4; Rom. 11:36 

(s) 1 John 4:8, 16 

(t) Exod. 34:6–7 

(u) Heb. 11:6 

(v) Neh. 9:32–33 

(w) Ps. 5:5–6 

(x) Exod. 34:7; Nah. 1:2–3 

 

2. God has all life (a), glory (b), goodness (c), blessedness (d), in and of Himself; and is alone 
in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which He has 
made(e), nor deriving any glory from them (f), but only manifesting His own glory in, by, 
unto, and upon them: He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, 
and to whom are all things (g); and has most sovereign dominion over them, to do by 

them, for them, or upon them whatsoever He pleases (h). In His sight all things are open 
and manifest (i); His knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the 

creature (j), so as nothing is to Him contingent, or uncertain (k). He is most holy in all His 

counsels, in all His works, and in all His commands (l). To Him is due from angels and 
men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience He is pleased 
to require of them (m). 

 
 



(a) John 5:26 

(b) Acts 7:2 

(c) Ps. 119:68 

(d) 1 Tim. 6:15; Rom. 9:5 

(e) Acts 17:24–25 

(f) Job 22:2–3 

(g) Rom. 11:36 

 

(h) Rev. 4:11; Dan. 4:25, 35; 1 Tim. 6:15 

(i) Heb. 4:13 

(j) Rom. 11:33–34; Ps. 147:5 

(k) Acts 15:18; Ezek. 11:5 

(l) Ps. 145:17; Rom. 7:12 

(m) Rev. 5:12–14 

 

Westminster Larger Catechism Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question 7 

Q. What is God? 

A. God is a Spirit, (a) in and of himself infinite 
in being, (b) glory, (c) blessedness, (d) and 
perfection; (e) all-sufficient, (f) eternal, (g) 
unchangeable, (h) incomprehensible, (i) every 
where present, (j) almighty, (k) knowing all 
things, (l) most wise, (m) most holy, (n) most just, 
(o) most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth. (p)  

(a) John 4:24                          (i) 1 Kings 8:27 

(b) Exod. 3:14, Job 11:7–9    (j) Ps. 139:1–13 

(c) Acts 7:2                            (k) Rev. 4:8 

(d) 1 Tim. 6:15                      (l) Heb. 4:13, Ps. 147:5 

(e) Matt. 5:48                        (m) Rom. 16:27 

(f) Gen. 17:1                          (n) Isa. 6:3, Rev. 15:4 

(g) Ps. 90:2                            (o) Deut. 32:4 

(h) Mal. 3:6, James 1:17       (p) Exod. 34:6 

 

Question 4 

Q. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, (a) infinite, (b) eternal, (c) and 
unchangeable, (d) in his being, (e) wisdom, (f) 
power, (g) holiness, (h) justice, goodness, and 
truth. (i) 

(a) John 4:24 

(b) Job 11:7–9 

(c) Ps. 90:2 

(d) James 1:17 

(e) Exod. 3:14 

(f) Ps. 147:5 

(g) Rev. 4:8 

(h) Rev. 15:4 

(i) Exod. 34:6–7 

 

Question 8 

Q. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. There is but one only, the living and true 
God. (a) 

(a) Deut. 6:4, 1 Cor. 8:4,6, Jer. 10:10 

 

Question 5 

Q. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. There is but One only, the living and true 
God. (a) 

(a) Deut. 6:4, Jer. 10:10 

 
 


