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LESSON 9: 

One Like a Son of Man 

Key Text: Revelation ch. 1 

I. Prologue (1:1-3 & 9) 

ohn’s opening inscription in 1:1-3 affirms three things necessary to set the basis 
for reading the book: (1) the trustworthiness of his vision; (2) the audience to 

whom he is writing, and (2) why the book was written. 

The trustworthiness of the vision.  John says 
three times that the book is the “word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ” (1:1, 2, 9) and this phraseology is 
stylistically unique to him.  According to covenantal law 
in Deuteronomy, a matter was considered confirmed if 
two or three witnesses testified to it (Deut. 19:15). John 
phrases things here to show that not only has this 
requirement been met, but by repeating it three times he 
underscores its absolute authoritativeness. 

To whom the book was written.  In 1:1, John 
addresses his readers as “bond-servants” and in 1:9 he 
identifies himself with them as a brother and fellow 
partaker in the “tribulation and kingdom and patience in 
Jesus Christ.”  In both verses, the readers are understood 
to be “in Christ.”  The idea of being in union with Christ 
is something that Westerners have difficulty grasping, 
accustomed as they are to thinking individualistically.  It 
not a mystical union that somehow blurs the line between 
the Creator and the Creature.  Rather, it is a relational 
union, similar to how the Apostle Paul compares Christ 
and His church to the relationship between a husband 
and his wife (Eph. 5:32).  Covenantally, in the ancient 
world a king’s family and entourage—his “house”—
would often be said to be “in” him, sharing both the 
benefits and the burdens that he has.  Thus, in saying 
Jesus’ servants are “in” Him, John underscores how Jesus 
personally identifies Himself with those believing in 
Him.  Readers can take comfort in the fact that the Lord 
who identifies with them will also preserve, protect, and 
vindicate them against their oppressors. 

Why the book was written.  John in 1:3 indicates there is an urgency for 
the readers to act when he says “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words 
of this prophecy, and keep [i.e. obey] those things which are written in it; for the time is 
near.”  This blessing is the first of seven dispersed throughout the book (cf. 14:13, 
16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7 and 14).  As the chart on the following page shows, all 
blessings in Revelation revolve around calls to faithfulness and/or rewards for 
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Preparation 

1. When we are going 
through times of 
struggle or suffering, 
how can looking to 
Christ and reflecting 
on who He is help us 
to deal with trials? 

Observation 

2. Who does the 
inscription in 1:1 say 
the book is from and 
how might that give 
you confidence in 
reading it? 
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being faithful.  In short, Christ is calling His people to be steadfast for Him in the 
face of persecution.  The fact that His people are “in Him” in hearing this call is 
significant: as Christ Himself suffered before entering into glory (Luke 24:26), so 
too will His disciples suffer before they enter into the glory of His Kingdom.  

II. Opening Doxology (1:4-8) 

his chapter is the foundation for all that is to come in Revelation and is 
grounded in two rich descriptions of God, one in the doxology of vv. 4-8 and 

the other in the Son of Man vision in vv. 12-18.  Worship is intrinsic to Revelation 
and John sets the tone for that with this opening doxology.  A doxology simply is 
a liturgical praise to God.  One reason Revelation is valuable for the church today 
is the rich, compact descriptions and vivid images it gives of God and of Christ 
Jesus.  These gems feed the worship we give God, and this is particularly the case 
with the doxology of 1:4-8, which is by far one of the most succinct, yet packed, 
descriptions of God anywhere in the New Testament. 

As in other places in Revelation, John gives a 
word picture in his description, and because of that it is 
useful to visualize how he lays things out.  This 
illustrates three things about the doxology: 

First, it is Trinitarian.  Grace and peace come 
from all three Persons of the Godhead: “… From Him Who 
is and Who was and Who is to come, and from the Seven 
Spirits before the throne, and from Jesus Christ.”  The 
reference to “Him Who is and Who was and Who is to 
come” is to God the Father, as He revealed Himself to 
Moses at the burning bush in Exod. 3:14.  In that passage, 
God declared Himself to be “I AM WHO I AM.”  In the 
Old Testament, this name was given as Yahweh (or 
Jehovah in the KJV, but typically rendered in most Bibles 
as “LORD” with all capitals) and is related to the Hebrew 
verb “to be.” It points to God’s absolute self-existence.  
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THE SEVEN BLESSINGS OF REVELATION 

Ref Promised Blessing 

1:3 Blessed are those who read, hear, and keep the words of this prophecy. 

14:13 Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord. 

16:15 Blessed is he who watches and keeps his garments pure. 

19:9 Blessed are they who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

20:6 Blessed is he who is part of the first resurrection; he will reign with Christ. 

22:7 Blessed is he who keeps the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 

22:14 Blessed are they who do His commandments, that they may have access to 
the Tree of Life. 

 

Observation 

3. Revelation 1:4-6 is a 
trinitarian doxology.  
What descriptions of 
God are given here?  
What descriptions are 
given of Jesus Christ 
in particular (incl. in 
verse 8)? 
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Here, the phraseology of God existing past, present and future, expands on that 
name and highlights the eternal nature of His existence.   

The reference to the “Seven Spirits before His throne” is best understood 
as the sevenfold Spirit (per the NIV margin note) or more precisely, as the Holy 
Spirit.  In Revelation the number seven is a number of perfection or completeness.  
The reference to the “Seven Spirits of God” is made again in 4:5, in the scene of the 
Throne Room of God, and it is directly connected to seven lamps.  The allusion is 
to the Zechariah 4:1-14.  Zechariah’s prophecy was written after the Exile as the 
people of God were becoming reestablished in the land.  Zechariah saw a menorah, 
a candlestick with seven branch lamps.  When the angel asks him if he understands 
what he is seeing, Zechariah responds no, and the angel explains it is the Spirit of 
God (Zech. 4:6). 

 

THE DOXOLOGY OF 1:4-6 VISUALIZED 

 

 
 

 

4bGrace to you and peace 

From Him Who is and Who was and Who is to come, and 

From the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5and 

From Jesus Christ, 

 

The faithful witness, 

The firstborn of the dead, and 

The ruler of the kings of the earth 

 

To Him 

Who loves us and 

Released us from our sins by His blood—and 

He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to  

His God and Father— 
6To Him be the glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
7BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and  

Every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and 

All the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. 

So it is to be.  Amen. 

 
8I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, 

“Who is and who was and who is to come, 

The Almighty” 
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Second, this is a Christological doxology.  The reference to Jesus Christ 
completes this Trinitarian lead and forms the central point of the doxology.  The 
chart on the previous page helps visualize the matter.  If we think of God in 
Heaven and us on Earth, then Christ is the Mediator between God and man.  From 
Him, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, come grace and peace.  To Him is glory 

and dominion forever and ever.  He is part of the divine Trinity in His deity and 
part of us in His humanity.  In this, John shows that Christ is our one and only 
Mediator.  This truth is found in early Christian affirmations such as the Nicene 
Creed that Jesus Christ is both fully man and fully God.  Because He is fully both 
and not as some mix of the two, He can perfectly represent us to God and represent 
God to us.  Only because of this and the fact that we are “in Him” can we be truly 
reconciled to God. 

In this doxology, there are two sets of three descriptions each: the first 
set describes Christ as He relates to the world, and the second set describes him 
in conjunction with His relation to His church.   

With the first set, He is (a) the Faithful Witness, (b) the Firstborn of the 
Dead and (c) the Ruler of the Kings of the Earth.  These descriptions encompass 
Christ’s earthly ministry, resurrection, and ultimate glorification.   

The second set show that Christ (a) loves us; (b) released us from our sins 
by His blood; and (c) made us to be a kingdom and priests dedicated to God the 
Father.  These descriptions should remind us of just how exalted a status we enjoy 
because of our union with Christ: it is one of intimacy, of justification, and 
exaltation.  Such a reminder should give us encouragement to stand firm for Christ 
in the trials that we face. 

Third, the doxology closes with a warning and seal of Him who is 
speaking.  Revelation 1:7 is a paraphrase of Zech. 12:10-14.  In Zechariah, God 
declares there will be a day when He will pour out the Spirit of Grace and 
supplication on the house of David and on Jerusalem.  Those who have received 
this Spirit are mourning over Christ—like Peter after he had denied Christ, they 
are mourning in repentance (Matt. 27:75 || Mark14:72).  In Greek, the letters Alpha 
(Α) and Omega (Ω) are the beginning and end of the alphabet and in using these 
to describe Himself God is saying that He is the beginning and end of all things.  
This highlights His infinity.  The name of God as Him who is and who was and 
who is to come highlights His eternality and unchangeability, and His description as 
the Almighty showcases His omnipotence.  For a people experiencing suffering, 
these traits of God should inspire confidence in standing fast for Him and knowing 
that He will take care of them. 
 

The First Portal: A Companion in the Tribulation (1:9) 

ohn’s statement in Revelation 1:10 that he was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” 
marks the first of four major scene shifts that shape the book’s narrative flow: He 

will be taken by the Holy Spirit from Patmos to the Throne Room of Heaven (4:3), 
to the Wilderness (17:3) and then to a High Mountain (21:10).  In this journey, he 
will gain Heaven’s perspective on the reality behind the conflict he and his fellow-
believers were then undergoing.  John identifies himself with his readers in 1:9, 
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saying he is their companion in the “tribulation, kingdom and perseverance” (or 
alternatively, “patience” or “patient endurance”) in Jesus.  To be in relational union 
with Jesus means identifying with Him in both His suffering and His glory.  John 
encourages his readers to remember the exalted status they share by being in 
Christ.  Also, the threefold description summarizes the reality they face: they are 
experiencing tribulation, are looking for the coming of the Kingdom, and are 
persevering in faithfulness to the Lord.  While specific circumstances change, this 
description fits God’s people to this day.  The Tribulation is not something that 
applies either to only John’s time or to some yet-to-be-seen End Time.  Believers 
are already in the Tribulation, which is to be understood as that entire period 
between the First and Second Comings of our Lord Jesus. 
 

The Son of Man Vision (1:10-20) 

eginning in verse 10 and continuing to verse 18, John gives a rich vision of 
Christ that is pivotal for understanding the whole book.  His attention is drawn 

at first by a great voice, who identifies Himself as the Alpha and Omega and who 
commands John to write what He sees and send it to the churches of Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  He then sees a 
vision of the risen, glorified Christ to whom John’s readers are called to be faithful 
and who will sustain and vindicate His people through 
the tribulation they are experiencing.  It is easier for 
Christians to bear up under persecution when they 
remember how great the God is to whom they belong.   

This vision is a complex, 12-point description, 
divided into three parts.  The first part is a twofold 
description of “One like a Son of Man” and one who is 
“clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, girded across His 
chest with a golden sash.”  The latter description is 
evocative of the attire of the High Priest in the Old 
Testament (see, e.g., Exod. 28:4, 29:5).  The former 
description is a kingly image.  The term “Son of Man” it 
is the one Jesus used more often than any other to 
describe Himself during His earthly ministry, and it 
principally refers to Daniel ch. 7.  The Book of Daniel is 
the Old Testament counterpart to Revelation, both in 
terms of its literary genre and in terms of its call to God’s 
People to be faithful in the midst of an ever-darkening 
pagan society.  In Daniel 7:13-14, we have a picture of the 
Throne Room of Heaven in which the Ancient of Days—
God the Father—gives glory, dominion, and a kingdom 
to One Like a Son of Man.  Thus, we have within the 
Person of Jesus His offices as King and Priest and given 
that the voice is the Word of God Himself, we also have 
Christ’s office as Prophet.  In short, in verse 13 alone we 
see Christ as Prophet, Priest and King, and as the One 
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Observation 

4. What do the 
descriptions Jesus 
gives of Himself in 
1:12-19 tell us about 
who He is?  How 
would those 
characteristics be 
encouraging to a 
people suffering? 
 

5. Jesus Himself 
supplies an 
interpretation of some 
of the images in this 
passage in 1:20. What 
are the Seven Stars 
and the Seven 
Lampstands? 
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who received dominion, kingdom and glory from the Father.  This is the Risen 
Christ, glorified and glorious. 

THE VISION OF ONE LIKE A SON OF MAN (REV. 1:12-16) 

 

 

The second part of this vision is a seven-point description, given in a 
chiastic manner centered on “the voice of many waters.”  These points are: (a) 
head and hair white like wool; (b) eyes a flame of fire; (c) feet of burnished bronze; 
(d) holding the stars in his right hand; (e) sharp two-edged sword coming out of 
his mouth; and (f) face shining like the sun in its strength.  The first three items 
parallel the second three and should be taken together as matched couplets.  In 
interpreting a chiasm, it is important not only to compare the parallelisms, but also 
to compare the inner couplets with the outer ones. 

The innermost couplet consists of “feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a 
furnace” and “in His right hand seven stars.”  Because the vision as a whole invokes 
the Daniel, is not surprising for the vision to make multiple allusions to it.  Here, 
there is an allusion to Daniel 3:23-25, the account of Daniel’s friends being thrown 

 
12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.  

And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13and in 

the middle of the lampstands I saw 

 

One like a Son of Man 

Clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, girded across His chest  

with a golden sash. 

 
14His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; 

His eyes were like a flame of fire. 
15His feet were like burnished bronze, when it  

has been made to glow in a furnace, and  

His voice was like the  

sound of many waters. 
16In His right hand He held seven stars and  

Out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and  

His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 

 
17When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.  And He  

placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; 

 

I am the First and the Last 18and 

The Living One, and I was dead, and behold,  

I am alive forevermore, and  

I have the keys of death and of Hades. 

Image of the 

King & High 

Priest 

Seven 

Descriptions of 

Jesus Christ 

Christ infinite, 

eternal, 

omnipotent 
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into the fiery furnace, yet able to walk around unsinged and unharmed.  In the 
same passage, there is mention of a mysterious fourth Person who there with 
them, which has long been understood by Christian commentators to be the pre-
Incarnate Christ.  The reference to bronze in a furnace suggests a kind of 
purification.  Feet enable one to stand.  The combination suggests being able to 
stand (i.e., persevere) through a trial.  Rev. 1:20 interprets the stars as the angels of 
the seven churches.  The term “angel” simply means “messenger.”  The 
“messenger” in these churches is the one who preeminently carries God’s Word 
to God’s people—most likely the pastor, who embodies the congregation as a 
whole.  What this image shows is that the One who holds 
the churches in His right hand will enable them to stand 
through the fiery trial.  Indeed, this goes along with  

what John had earlier recorded Jesus as saying, “And I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  I and My Father are 
one” (John 10:28-30).  The middle couplet is “eyes like flame 
of fire” and “mouth like a sharp sword.”  Although many 
scholars believe the “eyes like flame of fire” to be 
penetrating insight, it may be better understood as 
righteous judgment.  This fits the image of the sword, 
which probably is an allusion to Isaiah 49:2, where the 
prophet says, “He has made my mouth like a sharp sword.”  
Hebrews 4:12 says the Word of God is sharper than any 
two-edged sword and judges the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.  This is an image of judgment according to 
the Word of God.  The One who possesses such eyes and 
such a mouth—that is, Jesus Christ—is the One who will 
execute such judgment on those who are persecuting His 
people.  To a people suffering for the name of Christ, this 
would have been a huge encouragement to know that 
their persecutors would in the end themselves be 
judged.1 

The last couplet is “head and hair white like wool” 
and a face “shining like a sun in its strength.”  The former 
image suggests advanced age and/or wisdom, whereas 
the latter is an allusion to how Moses’ face looked when 
he came down from Sinai after being with God (Exod. 
34:29ff).  Given that the reference to “One like a Son of 
Man” evokes Dan. 7:13-14, it seems likely then that this 
is a picture of the Ancient of Days, of God Himself, in 
radiant in glory.  Here, the Son of Man is equated with 
the Ancient of Days—in short, Jesus is God Himself. 

Putting all these images together, the One like a Son 
of Man will preserve His people through the Tribulation, 

Reflection 

6. Since Christ is the 
firstborn from the 
dead and has made us 
to be a kingdom and 
priests, what 
difference does that 
make in how we think 
of ourselves? 
 
7. Think of the ways 
in which Christ was a 
faithful witness.  In 
what ways are we 
witnesses for Him?  
How does Christ’s 
example impact those 
ways? 
 
8. John fell to His feet 
as a dead man and 
worshipped the 
Living Resurrected 
Christ.  What does 
this suggest about 
how we are to 
approach the Living 
Christ? 
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will render judgment on their enemies and has the power to do all this because He 
is nothing less than God Himself.  This is nothing less than a densely packed 
Christology which shows how the attributes of the Person of Christ are a comfort 
for the People of Christ. 

The last part of the Son of Man vision begins with John falling to Christ’s feet 
as dead, in prostrate worship.  To see the glorified Christ is a terrifying sight in its 
awesomeness.  Yet Christ in His grace tells John, “Do not be afraid” (Rev. 1:17).  He 
then provides a final three-fold description: (a) the First and the Last, (b) the Living 
One who was dead but is alive forevermore, and (c) the One who holds the keys 
of Death and Hades in His hands.  This applies to Christ the same formula of 
infinite, eternal, and omnipotent that Rev. 1:8 applied to God the Father, 
reinforcing the idea that Jesus Christ is fully God.  To John’s readers, this would 
have underscored the paramount authority that Christ possessed.  As the Apostle 
Paul said in Romans 8:31, “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who 
can be against us?” This is the God who is with His people as they endure suffering 
for His name amidst a hostile world. 

 

 

 

View of Patmos Harbor from Near the Cave of the Apocalypse 
 

 


