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LESSON 10: 

Letters to the Seven Churches 

Key Text: Revelation chs. 2-3 

Study Questions 

Preparation 

1. What kinds of things induce to you to be faithful to someone?  What things cause to be 
unfaithful to Christ, our Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 

Outline 

tructurally, chapters 2 and 3 form a unit with 1:9-20, as set off by the “In the Spirit” marker 
in 1:10.  The passage demarcations are clear, with each letter a separate passage and all of the 

letters referring back to the image that John had of Jesus in 1:9-18.  The letters are arranged in a 
literary chiasm, which means that there is a parallelism between the first and last letters, 
between the second and penultimate letters, and so forth.  The letter to Thyatira is the pivot 
point for the chiasm.  There is a comparative parallelism in the letters to churches at Smyrna 
and Philadelphia in that neither receives any criticism and both are struggling, albeit for 
different reasons.  There also is a contrastive parallelism in the letters to Ephesus and Laodicea, 
in which the churches are almost the polar opposite of one another.  This parallelism aids in 
interpretation by drawing out patterns more clearly. 
 
I. Ephesus (2:1-7) 

II. Smyrna (2:8-11) 

III. Pergamum (2:12-17) 

IV. Thyatira (2:18-29) 

V. Sardis (3:1-6) 

VI. Philadelphia (3:7-13) 

VII. Laodicea (3:14-22) 
 

Observation 

2. The letters to the seven churches all follow a typical format.  What are some common 
elements of these letters? 
 
 
 
 
 

S 
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The Seven Churches of Asia 
 
 
3. How does Christ’s self-identification relate to the situation of the church, the warning He 
gives them and the rewards He promises to the for faithfulness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How do the churches compare with one another?  What descriptive label would you put 
on the churches individually? 
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Reflection 
 
5. Can you think of cities and churches today that would be like the ones to whom these 
letters were written?  In what ways? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What are some ways in which God asks us to honor Him?  In what ways—personally 
and as a church—might we be tempted to give that honor to other things? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Because these churches represent the Church in its totality, these letters can be a useful 
spiritual diagnostic. Which churches do you think your church resembles? 
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THE “REWARDS” REFERENCES OF CHAPTERS 2-3 

Reward Connotations 

Tree of Life in the 
Paradise of God 
(Ephesus) 

Looks back to Gen. 2:9 & 3:22-24 and forward to Rev. 22:2, 14 
& 19.  The Tree represents eternal life in the presence of God. 

Not Be Hurt by 
Second Death 
(Smyrna) 

This term is used also in Rev. 20:6, 14 & 21:8.  As it is used in 
these places, it refers to spiritual (rather than physical) death. 

Hidden Manna 
(Pergamum) 

Manna sustained the Israelites in the Wilderness (Ex. 16;32-
35).  Eating has a connotation of provision and fellowship and 
looks forward to the wedding feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9). 

White Stone 
(Pergamum) 

Stones were used for voting to convict or acquit in court cases 
(white being an acquittal).  It could also be an invitation token 
to a banquet, pointing to the wedding feast of the Lamb. 

New Name 
(Pergamum) 

To name something or someone meant that one possessed or 
had authority over it.  This has covenantal connotations and 
would be a sign of new status and intimacy in Christ. 

Authority Over the 
Nations 
(Thyatira) 

This is a quote of Ps. 2:8-9 and Rev. 12:5 uses the same 
language to refer to Christ’s rule.  The promise is that 
Christian believers will rule with Christ. 

Morning Star 
(Thyatira) 

Jesus Himself is described this way in Rev. 22:16. This also 
refers to the Messiah in Num. 24:17 (part of Balaam’s 
prophetic blessing upon Israel). 

White Garments 
(Sardis) 

White connotes purity, and in this context, it probably also 
means that one has not compromised (i.e., “stained”) one’s 
faithfulness to Christ. 

Name in the  
Book of Life 
(Sardis) 

This is referred to in Rev. 13:8, 17:8, 20:12 & 15, and 21:27.  The 
Book of Life contains the names of God’s elect, and points to 
the fellowship that one has with God. 

Confess Name  
Before the Father 
(Sardis) 

In Matt. 10:32-33 and Luke 12:8-9 Christ says that whoever 
confesses Him before men He will confess before the angels; 
whoever denies Him, He will deny. 

Be a Pillar in the 
Temple of God 
(Philadelphia) 

The Temple was where God’s presence dwelt.  To be a pillar 
in God’s Temple means to eternally be in the presence of God 
and enjoy that presence. 

Name of God, New 
Jerusalem & Christ’s 
New Name 
(Philadelphia) 

This is one promise, rather than three, and points toward 
eternal communion with God.  “New Jerusalem” referenced in 
Rev. 21:2. 

Sit with Christ  
on the Throne 
(Laodicea) 

As with the authority over the nations, here too believers will 
rule with Christ.  References to the throne room of God are 
particularly frequent in chs. 4-7 and 19-21. 
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LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA (CHS. 2-3) 

To the 
Angel in…  

Aspect of the Lord’s 
Appearance 

Words of  
Praise 

Words of  
Reproof 

Commands 
Words of  
Warning 

Promise for 
Overcoming 

Ephesus 

The One who holds the 
seven stars in His right 
hand, who walks among 
the seven golden 
lampstands. 

Christ knows their deeds, 
toil, and perseverance.  
They have tested and 
discerned false teachers.  
They hate the Nicolaitans. 

Left their first love. 

Remember the place from 
where they have fallen, 
repent and do the deeds 
they did at first. 

Christ will return and 
remove the church’s 
lampstand. 

They will eat of the Tree of 
Life in God’s Paradise. 

Smyrna 
The first and the last, who 
was dead and has come to 
life. 

Christ knows of their 
tribulation, poverty, and 
slander against them by 
those who are of the 
synagogue of Satan. 

(none) 
They are to be faithful unto 
death in the tribulation that 
are to undergo. 

They are not to fear 
suffering. 

They will gain the crown of 
life and will not be hurt by 
the second death. 

Pergamum 
The One who has the sharp 
two-edged sword who 
knows where they dwell. 

They have held fast to 
Christ’s name without 
denying Him and had 
Antipas as a martyr. 

Some hold to Balaam’s 
teaching, eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and 
commit immorality. 

Repent. 

Christ will make war 
against those who are 
sinning with the sword of 
His mouth. 

They will be given hidden 
manna and white stone 
with new name. 

Thyatira 

The Son of God, who has 
eyes like a flame of fire, 
and His feet are like 
burnished bronze. 

Christ knows of their 
deeds, love, faith, service, 
and their perseverance.  
Those deeds are growing. 

They tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, a false prophetess, 
who leads people into 
immorality and idolatry. 

For those people who have 
not followed Jezebel, they 
are to hold fast until Christ 
comes. 

Christ will throw Jezebel 
into sickness and her 
followers into tribulation 
and will kill her children. 

They will be given 
authority over the nations 
and the morning star. 

Sardis 
He who has the seven 
Spirits of God and the 
seven stars. 

For those few who have 
not soiled their garments, 
they are worthy. 

Despite a reputation for 
being alive, they are dead, 
and their deeds are not 
acceptable in God’s sight. 

Wake up, strengthen what 
remains, remember what 
they received, repent.  

Christ will come like a thief 
in the night. 

They will be clothed in 
white garments; their name 
will not be erased from 
Book of Life and Christ 
will confess them to the 
Father. 

Philadelphia 

He who is holy, true, and 
has the keys of David, who 
opens, and no one will shut 
and who shuts, and no one 
can open. 

Christ knows deeds, 
perseverance, weakness, 
and faithfulness in holding 
to His name.  Before them 
He has opened a door, 
which no one can shut. 

(none) 
Hold fast to what they 
have, so that no one will 
take their crown. 

Christ is coming quickly.  
Those who persecute them, 
who are of the synagogue 
of Satan, will be made to 
bow down at their feet. 

They will become a pillar 
in God’s temple and will 
not go out from it.  They 
will receive the name of 
God, of the City of God, 
and Christ’s new name. 

Laodicea 

The Amen, the faithful and 
true Witness, the 
Beginning [or ruler] of 
God’s creation. 

(none) 

Their deeds are neither 
cold nor hot.  They are 
wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked, but they 
do not understand that. 

They should buy from 
Christ refined gold to 
become rich, white 
garments to be clothed, 
and eye salve to see. 

Christ will spit them out of 
His mouth because they 
are lukewarm. 

They will be allowed to sit 
with Him on His throne. 
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